CHAPTER VI

IN  TUAINING   FOR THE  LAW

A MOST important change in my life was now about to
occur ; from a mere schoolboy I was to become in a
great measure my own master, at least for some hours in the
day, and, unfortunately for myself, I was more forward and
manly than youths of my age usually were. Of this my
father was perfectly aware, and in consequence somewhat
alarmed. He knew how volatile I was, and my tendency
to dissipation and conviviality. He therefore upon my
coming home addressed me very gravely, slightly touched
upon former errors, and observed that I must now have done
with all such follies ; that I was arrived at an age when
boyish tricks no longer became me, and I ought to begin
not only to think but to act like a man endued at least
with common understanding ; that I must turn to, heart
and hand, to improve myself, which could only be accom-
plished by intense application to my studies ; that a good
inclination was all that was necessary, for being (as he was
pleased to say,) blessed by nature with no ordinary talents,
I had it in my power to do anything I pleased. This paternal
anxiety and excellent advice I duly felt, and determined
to follow, in every respect, with diligence and propriety,
which I was conscious must be for my own benefit and ad-
vantage. How long I adhered to these good resolutions
will soon appear.

In the year 1765 my father had taken my brother
Joseph (then admitted an Attorney) into partnership, also
Mr. Nathaniel Bayley, who had practised several years,
and was considered an uncommonly clever Solicitor. This
gentleman had inherited, and run through a fortune of
twenty-five thousand pounds in less than ten years, pur-
suing for that period, with avidity, all the follies of the times,
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